
Chair of the Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace and Justice – background document 
 

About the Campaign 
 

The Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace and Justice was initiated in 2009 by a small group of 
volunteers. We were horrified by the violence perpetrated against civilians in the last 
stages of the war, and equally concerned about the lack of due process, and indeed 
information, about the hundreds of thousands of Tamils interned in camps. In 2010 it 
was clear that the abuses of power were not a short term phenomenon, and this led us 
to set up the Campaign as company limited by guarantee. In 2011 we hired a part-time 
Campaign Director, Fred Carver, joined in 2014 by a part-time Deputy, Richard Gowing.  
 
Over the past five years, the Campaign has gained recognition as a non-partisan 
independent voice advocating for justice and peace in Sri Lanka, working closely with 
local activists, aiming always to take our lead from them and complement their work.  
 
Governance 
 
The Campaign has a Board of five which meets roughly quarterly over dinner. The 
current Chair is Edward Mortimer, who after five years of very active involvement 
wishes to hand over the Chair, while remaining a Board member.  The Company 
Secretary is Carolyn Hayman. There is an international Council of Advisers, numbering 
18  from 10 countries, and several Sri Lankan nationals from both the Tamil and Sinhala 
communities are actively involved with the Campaign while not wishing, for obvious 
reasons, to be publicly and formally associated with it. Turnover in the year 2013-14 
was £39,965, which came from donations from individuals and grant income. The 
Campaign is not a registered charity and does not expect to seek charitable status in the 
near future. Its offices are close to Old Street, London EC2. 
 
Key achievements 
 
a)  Influencing international bodies 
Early in the life of the Campaign, through public and private lobbying, we called on the 
European Union to suspend its GSP+ preferential trade agreement with Sri Lanka on 
humanitarian and human rights grounds. This was achieved. 
 
We also led efforts around the “CHOGM” Commonwealth Summit in Sri Lanka, co-
ordinating a multi-organisational campaign, providing media and briefing packs, and 
creating logos and infographics which where reproduced by activists across the UK and 
India. The end result is that Canada, Mauritius, and India withdrew from the summit, 
and Sri Lanka’s human rights record became the primary focus for those that did 
attend. 
 
More recently we have focused on calling on the UN to initiate an independent war 
crimes investigation. We collected over 12,000 signatures for an early e-petition to the 
UN. The issue will come to a head at the September 2015 meeting in Geneva of the UN 
HRC. 
 



We have also used conventional and social media to ensure publicity for the release of 
the UN's internal 'Petrie' review of its own performance in Sri Lanka, and for regular 
discussions of Sri Lanka at the UN Human Rights Council, both of which would 
otherwise have been largely ignored by the media.  
 
b)  Exposing human rights abuses and protecting activists 
We commissioned and distributed a report using cutting edge satellite image analysis to 
expose the Sri Lankan army's use of stolen land in the North. We launched a major 
campaign around the UK Sexual Violence Conference, which forced the Foreign 
Secretary to commit to taking action on Sri Lankan asylum seekers. We have helped to 
secure the release of detained human rights activists Ruki Fernando and Fr Praveen, and 
the jailed mother of the disappeared, Jeyakumary Balendran. We brought Sri Lankan 
speakers to a major conference on atrocity prevention. 
 
c) Providing a voice for Sri Lankan activists 
We have published a major opinion-forming report featuring allegations of ongoing 
crimes against humanity in the North, and another putting the wishes of victims at the 
heart of the accountability process. 
 
d)  Challenging the legitimacy of the Sri Lanka government 
With others we successfully blocked President Rajapaksa from speaking in the UK, at 
the Oxford Union, at a conference on business ethics and a speech during the Queen's 
Jubilee celebrations. In Sri Lanka we persuaded the Canadian army to pull out of a 
recent Sri Lanka defence event. In 2013 we exposed the censoring of the BBC World 
Service broadcasts by the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation, and following a public 
campaign the BBC terminated the relationship. 
 
Specification for the new Chair 
 

We are seeking a new Chair who meets all, or most, of the following criteria: 
- International name recognition 
- Credibility on human rights and/or peacebuilding 
- Unquestionable integrity 
- A comprehensive array of contacts among opinion formers, including politicians, 

the media, and global civil society 
- Awareness of the political sensitivities surrounding Sri Lanka 
- A strong commitment to our approach 
- Experience of leading a not for profit organisation as Chair or CEO 

 
The Chair is expected to contribute to fundraising where able, but other Board 
members lead on this and on finance.  We estimate the minimum time commitment at 
one day/month. But there is ample opportunity for the Chair to play a more active role, 
if willing and able. 
 
Please contact the Company Secretary for an informal conversation about the role – 
carolyn.hayman@pobox.com  
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